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(1) Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S. C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-133, drawn to a method for plasma planting using (?) a heated filament, 
classified in class 427, subclass 562 + or 570 +. 

II. Claims 134-150, drawn to a hot filament plasma apparatus, classified in class 118, 
subclass 723 HC. 

(2) The inventions are distinct, each fi*om the other because: 

Inventions group I and group II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by 
another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to 
practice another and materially different process. (M.E.P. § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
apparatus can be used for processes other than plating, such as implanting the substrate, or using 
the substrate as a dish or holder to collect powder formed by the plasma process. Note there is 
also a problem in the method claims, in that in claims 103-1 10 which claim different forms of 
"filaments" includes "species" that ARE NOT and CANNOT be filaments, so while the apparatus 
claims as written include only a filament for an evaporation source, it is not clear that the method 
claims do. 

(3) Claims 1-102 and 117-133 are generic to a plurality of disclosed patentably distinct 
species comprising: 

(A) species group for "filaments" (but possibly intended to be types of evaporation 
sources/techniques) : 
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(I) basket or coil (these could really be filament shapes); 


(ii) boat or crucible (synonyms, not properly filaments); 


(iii) ray gun (generic gun): (iii-a) electron beam gun; 



(I) 


current (resistance heating) 


(ii) 


chemical reaction (exothermic) 


(iii) microwave 


Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species, even though this 
requirement is traversed. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably distinct, 
applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species to 
be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the 
examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission 
may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 
(4) Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above, and have 

acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classifications, their recognized 
divergent subject matter, and their different required searches, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 
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(5) A telephone call was made to Robert Ward on 12/20/00 to request an oral election 
to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being made. 

No response with a decision was received by 1/12/00, hence the restriction was sent for 
mailing. 

(6) Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to M.L. Padgett at 
telephone number (703)308-2336 in Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m., FAX number 
(703)305-5408 (oflBcial) or 305-6078 (unofficial). 

Padgett/dh 
March 1, 2001 
March 2, 2001 



MARIANNE PADGETT 

Primary EXAMINER 

GROUP 1100 


